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Overview

H.F. 1944 allows a property to be immediately removed from the metropolitan
agricultural preserves program upon the death of one of the owners. It also allows
cell phone towers to be installed on property within an agricultural preserve in the
metro area or in the three counties in Greater Minnesota with an agricultural
preserves program.

Allowed commercial and industrial operations. Allows cell towers to be installed on
property within an agricultural preserve in Greater Minnesota. (Note: only three counties in
greater Minnesota participate in the agricultural preserves program — Waseca, Winona and
Wright.)

Early termination of agricultural preserve. Allows a property’s enrollment in the
metropolitan agricultural preserves program to be terminated upon the death of an owner of
the property. Provides that when an agricultural preserve is terminated under this provision,
the property is subject to additional taxes equal to 50 percent of the current year’s taxes.
(Background: under current law, an agricultural preserve can only be terminated 8 years
after the owner notifies the city or county of her/his intention to terminate, and there are no
additional taxes imposed when the preserve is terminated.)

Allowed commercial and industrial operations. Allows cell towers to be installed on
property within a metropolitan agricultural preserve.
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